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nexed Piedmont in 1803 to secur^ his communications
with the Cisalpine Republic. But the annexation of Pied-
mont ended the peace of Amiens.
A war began which lasted eleven years; an unprece-
dented war, governed by periods of partial and insecure
peace, by alliances and counteralliances; a war which was
to become an intensification of the abuse of force, pro-
voked and aggravated by fear. It was not ambition which
led Napoleon to mutilate, dismember, absorb, fetter, and
violate so many states: it was fear, the anxiety to reduce
the losers to absolute impotence; but the result was always
the opposite: the more Napoleon maltreated his victims, the
more he feared them. He took fright at the least sign of
life in his prostrate enemy; he wanted to snuff it out alto-
gether and transform Europe into a cemetery of countries
and peoples. After Austerlitz and the Treaty of Pressburg,
he was frightened by the mutilations which he had inflicted
on Austria and by the revenge which Austria might at-
tempt. To forestall that revenge he abolished the Holy
Roman Empire, proclaimed himself protector of the Con-
federation of the Rhine, and provoked the war of 1806.
With the Prussian army destroyed at Jena and Prussia dis-
membered, he should have been able to relax, for he had
conquered the two great Germanic powers. Vain hope!
After Jena and Tilsit it was terror of the whole of Germany
revolting which haunted him and pushed him into ir-
reparable abuses of force. He disarmed Prussia and
planned to disarm Austria; though an ally of Russia, he
wished to resuscitate Poland, but only partially, without
head or arms. He created the Duchy of Warsaw, the frag-
ment of a nation which could only have existed by ex-
panding and could only have expanded if Russia had
suffered the fate of Austria and Prussia, The contradiction
between the Russian alliance and the Polish policy was
obvious; Napoleon alone failed to see it, because he was
blinded, not by pride but by terror of his victories. Added
to this terror was the anxiety characteristic of an illegiti-